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This tutorial explains how to use featured images in WordPress and covers the following:

What Is A Featured Image?

Editing A Featured Image

Removing A Featured Image

Featured Images And WordPress Themes
Featured Images And WordPress Plugins

See these tutorials for additional information:

e Using Images In WordPress

How To Add And Format Images In WordPress

How To Use The WordPress Media Library

How To Edit WordPress Media Library Images

Where To Find Free & Royalty-Free Images For Your Content

What Is A Featured Image?

A Featured Image (previously known as a “Post Thumbnail”) is an image that you choose to
represent your Posts, Pages, or Custom Post Types.
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Featured images can be used to make your posts and pages look more attractive and
enticing to your readers and increase the visual appeal of your site and your content.

10 Things You Didn't Know
About Coffee

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a
malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida
non. Suspendisse sit amet scelerisque diam. Nune vitae lectus
aliquet, tincidunt libere ac, finibus mi. Vestibulum aliquet consequat

miauris a consequat. Cras sagittis, sem eget venenatis tristique, leo

neque pretium tortor, id euismod magna turpis sit amet nibh. Sed

maximus dolor in Blandit dignissir

w0 THiNGS You Didn't Know

Lorern ipsum dolor sit amet, cons

pulvinar varius iberc in viverra. Al A b O ut ( Oﬁe e
Nullam eget mattis ligula, Vestibu

tincidunt eget, tincidunt ac nunc,

Featured _—

Image

Sed eget diam vel dut omare sagettis, Evam pretium faucibus elita

malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

non. Suipendisse sit amet scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus

A featured image can help make your post stand out.

WordPress themes with “magazine-type” layouts, for example, tend to use featured images
prominently. With some themes, featured images may display only on the home page as post

thumbnails, or only on the header section of single posts and pages and alongside post
excerpts.
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THEMES Featured Images
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Magazine-style themes use featured images. (Source: mhthemes.com)

You can find free WordPress themes that use featured images by searching for themes in
the free WordPress Theme directory or the ‘Add Themes’ screen in your dashboard with
the “Featured Images” search filter enabled.
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Block Editor Styles

Custom Background

Custom Colors

[ | Heliday [ | custom Header () Left sidebar
[ News [ custom Logo () right sidebar
|__| Photography || Editor style () wide Blocks
[_] portfolio [ Featured Image Header

Featured Images

Footer Widgets

Full Site Editing

Full Width Template

| Post Formats

v
() sticky Past

| Theme Options

Apply Filters 1 l l Clear

Use the Feature Filter to find WordPress themes that use featured images.

Your WordPress theme controls whether featured images display on your posts, pages, and
custom post types or not, so make sure that the theme(s) you choose support using featured
images.

If you plan to use a theme that doesn’t automatically support using featured images, you may
need to ask a WordPress developer to customize your theme templates.

To learn more about using WordPress themes go here: WordPress Themes Explained

How To Set A Featured Image For Your Posts
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In this section, we’'ll add a featured image to a post using the WordPress Classic
Editor and the WordPress Block Editor.

If you need help creating or editing posts or pages, see these tutorials:

e How To Create A Post In WordPress

e How To Edit and Delete Posts In WordPress
e How To Create Pages In WordPress

o How To Edit And Delete Pages In WordPress

WordPress Classic Editor

To add a featured image to your post, make sure that the Featured Image box in the sidebar
of your Edit Posts screen is visible.

Screen Options ¥ Help ¥

Edit Post

10 Things You Didn't Know About Coffee Publish ANV

Permalink: https://mywp.site/10-things-you-di...now-about-coffee/ | Edit Preview Changes

? Status: Published Edit

0 Add Media Visual ~ Text

— . — . & Visibility: Public Edit
E]D link || b-quote || et ul || ol E“ code“ Table H rrore] close tags P

.

m|

I] Published on: Feb 11, 2021 at 19:38 Edit

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus pulvinar varius liberec

in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna. Nullam eget mattis ligula. Vestibulum neque Voo T
urna, tincidunt at tincidunt eget, tincidunt ac nunc. Aenean non venenatis nibh, non

luctus nisi. Etiam bibendum lorem non finibus ullamcorper. Morbi congue diam nec delor

blandit consectetur. Donec porttitor venenatis pharetra. Proin fringilla massa risus, eu

imperdiet augue efficitur sit amet. Format A VT

Maecenas eu faucibus orci. Nunc ut suscipit mauris. Donec posuere tempus cursus. Donec
tincidunt lorem sed blandit commodo. Mauris tincidunt tellus et sem dapibus, sit amet Categgﬁes AV -
ultricies odio imperdiet. Nulla lacus purus, mattis eget orci mon, rhoncus consectetur

ipsum. Ut sit amet fermentum est, sed condimentum leo.

Tags AV Y

Featured image AV A

Featured image

Y

Set featured image

Use the Featured Image box to add a featured image to your posts or pages.

If you cannot see the Featured Image box in your Edit Post screen, click on the Screen
Options tab at the top of your screen.
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Howdy, Bob Writer .

Screen Options ¥ Help ¥

U

n't Know About Coffee ‘ Publish v a

0-things-you-di...now-about-coffee/ Preview Changes

? Status: Published Edit

Visual Text
@ Visibility: Public Edit

= =6 = E =E 2 B O e
— ¥ Revisions: 4 Browse
QO € == 9 @
fiill Published on: Feb 11, 2021 at 19:38 Edit
ui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a Move to Trash

accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

Click on the Screen Options tab.

Make sure that the checkbox next to Featured Image in the Screen elements section is
ticked.

Screen elements

Some screen elements can be shown or hidden by using the checkboxes. They can be expanded and collapsed by clickling on their heg

dragging their headings or by clicking on the up and down arrows.

IE’I Revisions IE’I Excerpt (v] Send Trackbacks IZI Custom Fields IE’I Discussion IZI Comments IE’I Slug IEI Author IE’I A

(v) Tags (v) editorf” (v) Featured image

Layout
"I::Z' 1 column i§} 2 columns
Additional settings

Izl Enable full-height editor and distraction-free functionality.

[%a]
[a]
=
1]

Edit Post

Make sure the Featured image checkbox is enabled in the Screen Options tab.

With the Featured image box visible, click on the Set featured image link.
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hibus mi. Vestibulum aliquet consequat mauris a

: . .. ; Categories AV ¥
tis, sem eget venenatis tristique, leo neque pretium
agna turpis sit amet nibh. Sed maximus dolor in
Tags AV Y
m quam turpis, volutpat consectetur purus sit amet,
I. Featured image AV A

e . o Set featured i
t amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus M@L&gg

in viverra. Aliguam vitae consectetur magna.

Click on the Set featured image link.

This will open the Featured Image screen.

Select the image you would like to use as your featured image and click on the Set featured
image button.

Featured image Select an image

Upload files  Media Library

Filter media
ATTACHMENT DETAILS

coffee-983955_1920,jpg

February 11, 2021

Images

215 pivels

Jescribe the purpose of the
image. Le: if the

image is purely decorativ

coffee-983955_1920

‘ Set featured image '
el

Select an image and click on the Set featured image button.

The image you have selected will be added to your post as a featured image.
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Nam quam turpis, volutpat consectetur purus sit amet, Tags A v v
mi.
Featured image AV A

sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus

ro in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna.
ligula. Vestibulum neque urna, tincidunt at tincidunt
unc. Aenean non venenatis nibh, non luctus nisi.

rem non finibus ullamcorper. Morbi congue diam nec

ictetur. Donec porttitor venenatis pharetra. Proin

Click the image to edit or update

5, eu imperdiet augue efficitur sit amet.

Remove featured image

bus orci. Nunc ut suscipit mauris. Donec posuere

Featured image selected.

Another way to set a featured image in a WordPress post is to click on the Add Media button
inside your Edit Post screen.

Edit Post

‘ 10 Things You Didn't Know About Coffee Publish

Permalink: https://mywp.site/10-things-you-di...now-about-coffee/

. ? Status: Pu
QJ Add Media Visual  Text

A . @ Visibility:

Sc

-

Paragraph v B J = = ¢ = = = o}) = = ™
e = A v ﬁ QO Q # = (2} ¥1) Revisions:
fifl Published

Move to Trash

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a

malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

Click on the Add Media button.

This will open the Add Media screen in your Media Library.

Click on the Featured Image link in the Add media menu.
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Actions

Add media
Create gallery
Create audio playlist

Create video playlist

Featured image

Insert from URL

Add media

Upload files  Media Library

Filter media

‘ All media items v | ‘ All dates

Select Featured image.

Search

Next, select the image you would like to use as your featured image and click on the Set

featured image button.

Actions

Add media

Create gallery
Create audio playlist

Create video playlist

Featured image

Insert from URL

Upload files

Featured image

Media Library

All dates

Search

ATTACHMENT DETAILS

coffee-983955_1920,jpg
February 11, 2021
T

Delete permanenthy

Description

‘ Set featured image '

Select your featured image and click on the Set featured image button.

Your selected image will be set as the featured image of your post (or page).

Remember to click Update to save and publish your new post settings.
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In't Know About Coffee Publish v a

10-things-you-di...now-about-coffee/ Preview Changes

? Status: Published Edit

Visual Text
_ _ _ - = - @ Visibility: Public Edit
= E 66 = = =2 Z|E o =
Q &= = Py G) Revisions: 4 Browse
fiill Published on: Feb 11, 2021 at 19:38 Edit
lui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a Move to Trash

accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

t amet scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus aliquet, Format N~V
finibus mi. Vestibulum aliquet consequat mauris a
e . .. . Categories AV Y
jittis, sem eget venenatis tristique, leo neque pretium
magna turpis sit amet nibh. Sed maximus dolor in

Tags AWV ¥
lam quam turpis, volutpat consectetur purus sit amet,
mi. Featured image AV a

sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus

0 in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna.

liqula. Vestibulum neque urna, tincidunt at tincidunt

Update your post to save your new settings.

WordPress Block Editor

Adding a featured image in the Block Editor follows a similar process.

If you can’t see the Featured Image box in the sidebar of your block editor, check that this
option is enabled in your Block Options menu (the vertical ellipsis) > Preferences > Panels
> Document settings section.

11/24


https://wptrainingmanual.com/wordpress-tutorials/block-editor-settings/

Preferences

General

Appearance

Blocks

Panels

Enable the Featured image settings in the Preferences — Panels area of the Block Editor’s Options
section.

With Featured image settings enabled, click on the ‘Set featured image’ panel.

Document settings

Choose what displays in the panel.

Permalink
Categories

Tags

Featured image

Excerpt

Discussion

Additional

Add extra areas to the editor.

CI)

Custom fields
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/- 0= e B
10 Things You Didn't =~
Know About Coffee ' i

Set featured image

Featured image

Y

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a

Excerpt ~

malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

non. Suspendisse sit amet scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus

Discussion ~

Click on the Set featured image area.
This brings up the Featured image screen

Select the image you would like to use as your featured image and click on the Set featured
image button.
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Featured image

Select Featured Image

Upload files  Media Library

Filter media
ATTACHMENT DETAILS
Irnages v || All dates
fee-083955_1920pg
bruary 11, 2021

le URL: | hitpsy//mywp.site/wp-conti

——

Click Here —

Select and add a featured image.

This will add the selected image to your post as a featured image.
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Switch to draft Preview - n

Post Block X
Status & visibility ~
i |
u Didn't Know o
Permalink ~
) e Categories ~
= Tags ~
Featured image -~

ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a

cumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida Featu re

met scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus |mage

o ac, finibus mi. Vestibulum aliquet consequat Remove featured image

ras sagittis, sem eget venenatis tristique, leo

id euismod magna turpis sit amet nibh. Sed et -
dit dignissim. Nam quam turpis, volutpat Discussion ~

Featured image added to post.

Save and publish your post (or page) and visit your post to view the featured image you have
specified and make sure that it is displaying correctly.
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MY WORDPRESS SITE Salads Summer Recipes Winter Recipes Blog  Login
My Tagline Goes Here

10 Things You Didn't Know
About Coffee

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a
malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida
non. Suspendisse sit amet scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus
aliquet, tincidunt libero ac, finibus mi. Vestibulum aliquet consequat
mauris a consequat. Cras sagittis, sem eget venenatis tristique, leo
neque pretium tortor, id euismod magna turpis sit amet nibh. Sed
maximus dolor in blandit dignissim. Nam quam turpis, volutpat

consectetur purus sit amet, venenatis faucibus mi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus
pulvinar varius libero in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna.
Nullam eget mattis ligula. Vestibulum neque urna, tincidunt at
tincidunt eget, tincidunt ac nunc. Aenean non venenatis nibh, non
luctus nisi. Etiam bibendum lorem non finibus ullamcorper. Morbi
congue diam nec dolor blandit consectetur. Donec porttitor
venenatis pharetra. Proin fringilla massa risus, eu imperdiet augue

efficitur sit amet.
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Your post now displays a featured image.

Editing A Featured Image

To replace a featured image in a post or page, do the following:

If using the WordPress Classic Editor, click on the image in the Featured image box, select
a new image from the Media Library, and add it to your post or page using the methods

described earlier in this tutorial.

=

am quam turpis, volutpat consectetur purus sit amet,

mi.

sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus

o in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna.

ligula. Vestibulum neque urna, tincidunt at tincidunt
inc. Aenean non venenatis nibh, non luctus nisi.

em non finibus ullamcorper. Morbi congue diam nec
rtetur. Donec porttitor venenatis pharetra. Proin

eu imperdiet augue efficitur sit amet.

us orci. Nunc ut suscipit mauris. Donec posuere

Tags AV Y

Featured image AV A

Click the image to edit or update

Remove featured image

Click the image to edit or update.

If using the WordPress Block Editor, click on the ‘Replace Image’ in the Featured image

section and follow the same process as described above.
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Categories ~

Didn't -

Featured image ~

‘ Replace Image

[t
J
Remove featured image

Click the Replace Image button.

If you need to resize, crop, or adjust your featured image, refer to this tutorial: How To Edit
WordPress Media Library Images

Removing A Featured Image

Removing a featured image from a post or page works in the same way regardless of the
content editor you are using.

To remove a featured image from a post, edit the post, then scroll down to the Featured
Image box and click on the Remove featured image link.
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am quam turpis, volutpat consectetur purus sit amet,

mi.

sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus

o in viverra. Aliquam vitae consectetur magna.

ligula. Vestibulum neque urna, tincidunt at tincidunt
inc. Aenean non venenatis nibh, non luctus nisi.

em non finibus ullamcorper. Morbi congue diam nec
ctetur. Donec porttitor venenatis pharetra. Proin

eu imperdiet augue efficitur sit amet.

us orci. Nunc ut suscipit mauris. Donec posuere

Tags AV ¥

Featured image AV A

Click the image to edit or update

Remov%eatured image

Remove featured image

Featured Images And WordPress Themes

The featured image should continue to display on your post or page even if you change the
active WordPress theme on your site if the new theme supports using featured images.

As mentioned earlier, your WordPress theme controls how featured images display on your

site.

Some themes, use featured images to make posts stand out on the home page...
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My WordPress Site

My Tagline Goes Here

Salads Summer Recipes  Winter Recipes Blog Login

10 Things You Didn’t Know About Coffee

The World’s Most Desirable Jewelry Collection

Posted on February 11, 2021 by Bob Writer

Posted on February 7, 2021 by

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus pulvinar

varius libero in viverra, Aliquam vitae consectetur magna. Nullam eget mattis Nulla convallis, magna eget velutpat ullamcorper, sem risus varius tellus, ut
ligula. ullamcorper sapien tortor at risus.
Read Article Read Article

This theme uses featured images prominently. (Theme: Ada Pearl)

Portfolio themes also rely on featured images to draw visitors in.
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My Tagline Goes Here

Latest Blogs

R SR SR

A portfolio theme (Theme: BlogJr Portfolio)

Several themes display featured images with post excerpts on their blog section.
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Featured Images
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@ 10 THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT
| COFFEE

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a

malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est ...

Read More

THE WORLD'’S MOST DESIRABLE JEWELRY
COLLECTION

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.
Vestibulum viverra porta nunc a pulvinar. Nunc ultricies ex eget

tristique pulvinar ...

ANOTHER DOGGONE YEAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.
| Suspendisse pulvinar vestibulum mollis. Etiam scelerisque aliquet

tellus, non malesuada massa facilisis ...

Read More

MY COFFEE BLOG

Caté au lait white turkish spoon latte skinny caramelization
dripper. Extraction sweet and extraction acerbic coffee irish
aftertaste java as ...

RECENT POSTS

= 10 Things You Didn't Know About Coffee

» The World's Most Desirable Jewelry
Collection

= Another Doggone Year

= My Coffee Blog

» Our Sales Have Gone Bananas

RECENT COMMENTS

« Dr. Casimer Reinger DVM on Recipes For
Going Nuts And Bananas

« Felton Hansen on Recipes For Going Nuts
And Bananas
« Dr. Oda Dicl

« Elinore Becker on Quod necessitatibus

i on Alphabet Soup Recipes

debitis id
« Anthony Hilpert on Quod necessitatibus

debitis id

ARCHIVES

Select Month ~ w

CATEGORIES

Featured images are typically used in blog pages to draw attention to posts. (Theme: Twenty Sixteen)

To learn where to find quality free and premium WordPress themes, see this tutorial: Where

To Find WordPress Themes

Featured Images And WordPress Plugins

You can also use plugins to enhance the use of featured images and add new features and

functions to your site, such as:

» Add images to RSS feeds.

o Automatically set a featured image for posts if a featured image has not been set
manually (e.g. make a featured image from the first image on your post).

e Bulk replace and delete featured images in your posts.
e Use external images as featured images.

o Add multiple featured images to posts.

o Display custom captions in featured images.

e and more!

You can search for feature image-enhancing plugins inside your WordPress dashboard
(Plugins > Add New), or by visiting the free WordPress Plugin Directory.
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30,000+ Active Installations  Compatible wit
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Quick Featured Images

Vour time-saving Swiss army knite for
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Default featured image
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Wore Details

Add 3 cefault featured image to the
media settigs page

43 Last Updated: ¥ month ago
60,000+ Active Installations

Urtested with your version of WordPress

Dynamic Featured Image
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image (post thumbriad) fun T
posts, pages and custom post Ty

Featured Image from URL

(FIFU)

More Details
Use an extemal image a2 featured image
of a post or WooCommerce product.
inchudes image search, video, social tags
SEQ, lazy load, gallery, automati ,

(154) Last Updated: 23 hours ago

60,000+ Active Installstions v Compatible with your versson of WordPress

Keyword [fearu-ec -r\ar;el) * ]

2,688 items. 1

o[ E
Install heaw

Mode Dretails

Auto Featured Image (Auto
Post Thumbnail)
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Last Updated: 1 day ago
+ Compatible with your version of WordPress
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Image Caption

Mare Details

Ay cing custom captions to the

red images of the posts.

featu

X0 Featured Image Tools

Install Maw

‘automatically generate the featured e Details

image from the image of the post.

gy

WordPress plugins can extend the capabilities of using featured images on your site.

Search the free WordPress Plugin Directory for feature image plugins here: WordPress

Featured Image Plugins
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10 Things You Didn't Know
About Coffee

Sed eget diam vel dui ornare sagittis. Etiam pretium faucibus elit a
malesuada. Aenean accumsan efficitur sem, nec faucibus est gravida

non. Suspendisse sit amet scelerisque diam. Nunc vitae lectus

Featured image

Congratulations! Now you know how to use featured images on your WordPress site.
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