Content Marketing - Self Publishing

£ wptrainingmanual.com/wordpress-tutorials/self-publishing

June 12, 2020
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eBooks And
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WordPress Training

How To Self-Publish eBooks And Create Online Courses

This tutorial is part of our series on using content marketing to create more exposure online
for your business and drive more traffic to your site.
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Subscribe to our web content creation course and learn how to never run out of great
content for your website, blog, or newsletter.

*k%k

For additional information, see this tutorial: Content Marketing With eBooks

*k*

If you are looking for effective ways to promote and grow your business, attract new clients,
or create additional revenue streams, then consider publishing an ebook or creating an
online course.

Having a book (or e-book) or an online course can help you:

» Increase awareness about your business, products, or services and reach new target
audiences.

o Educate prospects about your business and train/fempower existing customers or
clients.

e Drive more leads and prospects to your website.

» Gain a competitive business advantage.

« Build credibility, authority, trust, and expertise in your niche or industry.

In this tutorial, we’ll show you how to publish books and create online courses as part of your
content marketing strategy.

Turn Specialized Knowledge Into an eBook or eCourse

The currency of the ‘Digital Information Age’ is content. Becoming a content publisher allows
you to participate in the digital economy as a creator and not just a consumer.

We not only live in the digital age, we also live in the age of specialization.

Specialization: The process of concentrating on and becoming expert in a particular
subject or skill.

Source: Oxford Dictionary

Regardless of what business you are in, you most likely have specialized or expert
knowledge, experience, and access to information about subjects that can add value and

benefit others.

This information can be developed into a book (or e-book) and/or an online course.
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In addition to the benefits already mentioned, publishing books and e-courses can also help
you organize your thinking and gain greater clarity and understanding about your business
and your business processes.

Additionally, with a little planning, you can create a book or course over time by publishing
the content as blog posts or emails (e.g. newsletters) initially while building the content and
chapters of your book or course modules. After a while, you will have built enough content to
compile and collate your blog posts or newsletters to form your ebook or e-course.

Authoring Vs Publishing Content

This tutorial is about ‘publishing’ content. Many people are put off by the idea of authoring
and creating a book that can help them market and promote their business because they
think they need to become skilled writers.

There is a difference between authoring and publishing a book.
J. K. Rowling authored the Harry Potter series, but Bloomsbury published it.
You don’t need to create all of the content yourself, however, in order to publish it.

Of course, if you have knowledge and expertise about a subject you can write the book
yourself and there are many benefits in doing this, but you don’t have to be a writer to create
a book.

For example, you can:

e Hire writers and editors to ghostwrite and edit your book,
o Create a book with user-generated content (e.g. a collection of interviews or
submissions from members of your target audience or social media groups).

Here are some recommended tools to help you create your ebook:

e Word Processor — Most ebooks, reports, guides, etc. are created and delivered in
PDF format. Word processing tools like MS Word, Open Office, Google Docs,
LibreOffice, etc. will let you easily save your book as a PDF file.

» Slide Presentations — Use a slide presentation tool to create charts, diagrams,
flowcharts, illustrations, etc. A tool like MS Powerpoint lets you export slides as a .png
or .jpg image.

* Image Editing — Use a screen capture tool (e.g. Snaglt) to create screenshots and
Photoshop or GIMP to edit and save image files.
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Additionally:

o For free and royalty-free stock photos and images, see this tutorial: Where To Find
Free And Royalty-Free Images

e To learn about creating eBook covers for your books, see this tutorial: Content
Marketing With WordPress — eBooks

For this tutorial, we’ll assume that you have already researched your ebook or course topic,
written or outsourced the content writing, and you are now ready to self-publish it as an
ebook or online course.

The ‘shoestring’ method described below will help you do this at a minimal cost.

Self Publishing eBooks On A Shoestring Budget

What'’s the purpose of your book?

Are you publishing to make money selling copies of the book itself, or are you planning to
use the book to increase exposure and create awareness for your business...or a
combination of both (i.e. make money selling the book and attract new customers for your
products or services)?

Your answer will determine strategic decisions, such as how and where you should publish
your book, how much you should charge for it (or even give it away), etc.

If you're publishing to make money and to promote your business, we recommend starting
by self-publishing your content as an electronic book (e-book) before you consider other
publishing methods and formats (e.g. printing hard copies via print-on-demand or traditional
printing, contacting publishing companies, etc.).

Some of the reasons for starting with self-publishing include:

o Cost — Self-publishing is inexpensive compared to traditional publishing.

o Speed To Market — As you will soon see, you can literally turn your content or
manuscript into a self-published ebook in minutes instead of weeks or months.

o Testing — Self-publishing allows you to test your product in the market and assess your
results before investing more time, effort, and money into the process.

o Improvement — With an ebook, you can edit, refine, and improve your content if
necessary, until you are happy with the results and ready to commit your book to print
or invest in professional services (e.g. editors, distribution, publishers, etc.).

Let’'s walk through the self-publishing process using the example e-book below.
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Our example eBook. (Cover image: DIYBookCovers.com)

For this tutorial, we’ll upload and publish our ebook to the Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP)
program.
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Sign in with your Amazon account

Sign in

ou will B signed in using our secure server

Don't have an Amazon account

Sign up

Learn more about publishing
popular genres on KDP:

Business & Investing
Self-publish eBooks and paperbacks for free with
Kindle Direct Publishing, and reach millions of readers
On Amazon Education & Textbooks

Comics & Graphic Novels

Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) lets you reach millions of readers on Amazon.

Here are just some of the reasons to publish the book on Amazon KDP:

e It's FREE!

« It puts your book in front of a huge global audience.

¢ Books published on Amazon KDP can be read by all devices.

o The KDP lending library pays additional royalties for books that become popular and
widely read/shared.

o KDP has promotional features that help you create more exposure for your book.

» You have control of your book and can edit the content and pricing as many times as
you like after publication.

To set up a free account on the Amazon Kindle platform, go here: https://kdp.amazon.com

Formatting Your Book For Amazon KDP

You can create and upload your book to Amazon KDP using Microsoft Word or any of its
supported formats.

To prevent formatting issues in your finished ebook, make sure to check out Kindle’s guide
to content quality in the Amazon KDP help section and proof your content using the
Online Previewer tool when uploading your file.

After formatting your document correctly, save your file somewhere that will be easy to locate
when it’s time to upload.
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Save your formatted book file.

Before publishing to the KDP platform, you will also need to create a flat book cover image.
This image needs to be quite large (for image specifications, go here).

You can create the book cover image yourself using Photoshop, outsource the work to a
freelance graphic designer, or use Amazon’s own book cover creator tool during the upload

process.

Just make sure you follow Amazon’s ebook cover image specifications if outsourcing the
creation of your cover image. These specs are detailed in their help section.
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Help Topics Q, Topic or Keyword
Help
KDP Help Center Home Prepare, Publish, Promote > Prepare Your Book > Create Your Cover > Create a Book Cover > Create an eBook Cover
KDP University
Find Your CreateSpace Titles on
KDP P Create an eBook Cover
Accounts The cover image you upload will appear on your Amazon detail page. You can choose to l(dp jumpstart
Create a KDP Account upload your own cover image or you can use our free Cover Creator tool to design a cover A guide to publishing on Amazon
Manage Your KDP Account for your Kindle eBook or paperback.
Sign in to Your KDP Account
Two-Step Verification Note: Before you start creating your cover, make sure it complies with our Content

Guidelines, and you have all rights necessary for the content of your cover image
Prepare, Publish, Promote

Getting Started

Prepare Your Book Contents
Format Your Manuscript
Create Your Cover « Cover specifications
Create a Book Cover = How to upload your cover
Cover Creator * Product image placeholders
» Create an eBook Cover « Cover questions

Paperback Cover Resources e Why is cover creator showing a blank page?
Publish Your Book e How do | update an old cover image showing in Facebook?
Promote Your Book o Can | add a back cover image?
Tools and Resources o Why is my cover image not updating on Amazon?

Manage Your Books

Update Your Book Details

Update Your Manuscript

Update Your Cover

Linking Your eBook and Paperback
Unpublishing and Deleting Books

Cover specifications
The format and quality of your Kindle eBook cover image must maet the following specifications:

Orders Format TIFF (Aifl.tiff) or JPEG (jpeg/.jpg) format
Proof Copies

Author Copies Dimensions Ideal dimensions for cover files are 2,560 pixq
Manage Orders width. For best quality, particularly on high de

should be 2500 pixels in height.

See the Amazon KDP Help Section for your eBook cover image specs.

Amazon KDP offers loads of free tutorials on their site everything from getting started, to
formatting your content, promoting your book, etc.

We recommend going through these tutorials, especially the ones about formatting your
book correctly and complying with KDP guidelines.

If you are asked to create or upload your ebook using a different file format (e.g. EPUB), you
may need to save your file as a filtered web page.

If using Word, select Web Page, Filtered option from the Save As dropdown menu. This
saves your document as a web page in a reflowable format that preserves its content and
formatting, strips out unnecessary HTML code, and keeps the file size small.
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How to save a Word document as a filtered web page.

If your book contains embedded media (e.g. images), this option will create two files: 1) your
document saved as a web page and 2) a file containing all the elements to be included in
your book content.
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Saving a Word document as Web Page, Filtered creates two files.

Zip the folder containing these two files and upload your zipped file.
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Upload the zipped file.

Once you have everything ready, it's time to upload your book.

Uploading Your Book To Amazon KDP

Uploading your book to Amazon’s KDP platform is a simple process.

After you have created your book files and registered your free account with KDP, go

to https://kdp.amazon.com and click on ‘Sign in’...

Sign in with your Amazon account

Sign in |

pu will be signed in using our sacure é:‘l’@

Don't have an Amazon account

Sign up

Learn more about publishing
popular genres on KDP:

Bucinpce # Inuaotinn

Click the button to sign into KDP.

Next, log into your account...
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Sign in with your
Amazon login

If you are new to KDF, you can use an Amazon
login to register. Just sign in with your existing
Amazon login or create a new account.

Email or mobile phone number

yourname(@example com

Password Forgot your password?

FEERARERERAE R RERE

Sign in |

I

By continuing, you agres to Amazon's Conditions of
Use. You can find the privacy notice that applies to you
here.

[] Keep me signed in. Details -

New to KDP?

Create your KDP account

This will bring you to your KDP dashboard, where you can view your books (Bookshelf),
earning reports, participate in the active Kindle author community, and more.

If you haven’t published before, go to ‘Bookshelf’ and click on Create a New Title > Kindle

eBook.

Log into your account.

11/31



DU . | ' shing Bookshelf Reports Community Marketing

(i) CreateSpace has moved to Kindle Direct Publishing
If you have books on CreateSpace, move them to KDP in three steps.

Create a New Title

() Book Content: You can upload a manuseript, or use our free creation tools to create children's books, educational content, comies,

- and manga. Get started with Kindle content creation tools.

Kindle eBook € Book Cover: You can use our online Cover Creator, or upload a cover of your own. Creating a great cover.

€9 Description, Keywords and Categories: Tell readers about your book and help them find it on Amazon.

+ € 1SBN: Get a free ISBN to publish your paperback. Kindle eBooks don't need one. More about ISBNs.
Paperback See all Getting Started tips »

NEW! Create and manage a series
+ Series {:r} Create a series: Click the link on the left to enter details for a new series. Learn more.
() View existing series: Check the box for View titles in series below to see all your titles in a series. On your titles in a series, click
Manage series to navigate to the series manager where you can edit series details and take action on your series titles. Learn more.

Create a new title in the KDP Bookshelf section.

Now, simply go through each of the sections described below and fill in the details (refer to
the KDP tutorials and user forum if you need help).

kindle ublishing Bookshelf Reports Community Marketing

Kindle eBook Details Kindle eBook Content Kindle eBook Pricing

j InProgress.. j NotStarted... j NotStarted..

Language Choose your eBook's primary language (the language in which the book was written). Learn more about languages supported on
Kindle. ~
English v

Book Title Enter your title as it will appear on the book cover.
Book Title

The Digital Business Guide|

Subtitle (Optional)

Everything You Need To Know To Start Your Digital Business!

Complete the information in the Bookshelf section to add your new title.
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eBook Details

Add your book title and description, author name, keywords, and categories. Complete the
other settings in this section (e.g. language, publishing rights, etc.), then click save to
continue.
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kindle direct

publishing Bookshelf | Reports | Community

Kindle eBook Details Kindle eBook Content

| I Progress...

| Mot Started...

Language

Book Title

Series

Edition Number

Author

Contributors

Marketing

Kindle eBook Pricing

| Mot Started...

Choose your eBook's primary language (the language in which the book was written). Learn more about languages supported on

Kindle, ~

English w

Enter your title a5 it will appear on the book cover,

Book Title

The Digital Business Guide

Subtitle (Opticnal

Everything you need to know to start a digital business

If your book is part of a series, add series details so readers can easily find the titles on a single detail page. (Optional) Learm more

Add your title to an existing sefies or create 8 new one. Linked formats for this title will be automatically added to the seres once

setup is complete,

Add series details

You can provide an edition number if this title & a new edition of an existing book. What counts as a new edition? ~

Edition Number (Optional]

Primary Author or Contributor

First name Last name
Contributors (Optional]
Author v First name Last name
Add Anather

Remove
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Description This will appear on your book's Amagzon detall page, Why do book descriptions matter? ~
=
4000
charascters left
Puhllshlng (-} 1 ewn the copyright and | hold the necessary publishing rights. What are publishing rights? ~
Rights ~
(L) This is a public domain work. What s a public domain work? =
Keywords Enter up to 7 search keywords that describe your book. How do | choose keywords? ~
Your Keywords (Dptional)
l:ategnries Choose up to two browse categories. Why are categories important? =
Set Categories
Age and Grade Children's book age range [Optional)
Range Age Range
Minimum Maximum
Select W Select W
US grade range [Optional)
L5, Grade Range
Minimuam Maximum
Select W Select W
Pre-order
(®) 1 am ready to release my book now
(:I Make my Kindle eBook available for Pre-order, Is KDP Pre-order right for me? ~
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Save as Draft Save and Continue

Mext step: Content

Amazon KDP — eBook Details screen.

eBook Content

Next, upload your manuscript and book cover image.

As mentioned earlier, you can upload your own image, or use Amazon’s Cover Creator tool.

How to Use Cover Creator

Select an initial design concept for your Customize the layout of your cover by Preview your book cover before you
cover. changing the position of elements, publish.
colors, and typefaces.

Got it. Don't show me this again.

Amazon KDP — Cover Creator tool.

The KDP Cover Creator tool guides you through the process of choosing a cover design and
lets you customize its layout, change elements, colors, and typefaces, and preview your
book cover before you publish.
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Image based designs ;i
THE
DIGITAL
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GUIDE The
Digital

Business
D. G. TOHL Guide

Busmess

Gwde

Evemﬂ{g Need To Know
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" BUSINESS |

7
|
|

Amazon KDP Cover Creator tool lets you select from a wide choice of professional-looking cover designs.

After uploading your book file and cover image, select your Digital Rights Management

(DRM) settings and enter your ISBN if applicable, then preview your book and click ‘Save
and Continue’.
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The Digital Business Guide

Kindle eBook Details Kindle eBook Content Kindle eBook Pricing
+" Complete i In Progress.. i InProgress...
Manuscript Please read our KDP Content Guidelines and upload a manuscript containing interior content for your Kindle eBook. View

Kindle eBook
Cover

Kindle eBook
Preview

Kindle eBook
ISBN

supported file types ~

Digital Rights Management (DRM)
Enabde DRM on this Kindle eBook. How i my Kindle eBook affected by DRM? =

Yits

No

Revommended formats for Kindle eBooks: docx, EPUB and KPF. See a full list here.

(7 Use Kindle Create to transform your manuscript to an eBook with professional book themies, images, and Table of
=" Contents. Click here to download for free.
Upload eBook manuscript

+ Manuscript "DigitalBusinessGuide.docx™ uploaded successfully!
Processing your file..,

We recommend a book cover for a good reader experience. You can create a cover using ouwr Cover Creator tool or upload your own
Kindle eBook cover, See our cover guidelines,

'E' Use Cover Creator to make your book cover (upload your own cover image or use KDP's stock images)

Launch Cover Creator
Tha
Digital
E‘E.‘JL"“ +* Cover uploaded successfully!
. Processing your file...

() Upload a cover you already have [JPG/TIFF only)

Online Previewer
Thiie Owilinse: Previewer is the easiest way to préview. [t Lets you preview most books as they would appear on Kindle e-readers,
tablets and phones.

Lawnch Previewer

Downloadable Preview Options

fE\- We are converting your file. This may take a few minutes. You can dewnload your

" book after conversion completes.

L

ISBN (Optional)
Kindle eBooks are not required to have an 158N, What is an ISBN? ~
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Publishér [Opticnal)

WPTrainke.com

< Back to Details Save ag Draft Savee and Continue

Amazon KDP eBook Content screen.

eBook Pricing

In the last screen, specify your book’s distribution settings (e.g. worldwide or individual
territories), pricing details, book lending options, etc.

Click the button when done to save it as a draft or publish your book.
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The Digital Business Guide

Kindle eBook Details
" Complete

KDP Select Enrollment

Territories

Royalty and Pricing

Book Lending

Terms & Conditions

= Back to Content

Kindle eBook Content
' Complete

Maximize My Royalties with KDP Select (Optional)

Kindle eBook Pricing

i InProgress

With KDP Select, you can réach rmoré réadérs, dam mong mdaey, and maximise your salés potential. Learn mdne bt

KDP Select. How Do | Enrodl? ~

Visit the Promotions Page to manage your KDP Select Enroliment

Select the terrivories for which you hold distribution rights. To enter the Kindle Storyteller contest, you need make your
book available at least in Amazonuco.uk. Learn mone about distribation rights,

@,‘- All territories (worldwide rights) What are worldwide rights? «

f:} Individual territories What are Individual Territory rights? ~

KDP Pricing Support (Beta)

See the relationship between price and past sales and author earnings for KDP books like yours,

View Service

Select a royalty plan and set your Kindle eBook List prices below

w 35%
O 70

i our book file size after comversion is 0.23 MB

AMAEON.CHm w 5 499 usD

Must be $0.59-$200.00 ~

All marketplaces sre bated on

this price

Other Marketplaces (12)

Allow Kindle Book Lending (Dotional)

Fate Delivery  Royalty
350% v £0.00 5175
0% £0.03 5347

Albow your customens to lend your Kindle eBook after purchasing it to their friends and family for o duration of 14

days. Learn more about Kindle Book Lending,

Allow lending for this book

It can take up to 72 howrs for your title to be available for purchase on Amazon.

By clicking Publish below, | confirm that | have all rights necessary to make the content | am uploading available
for marketing, distribution and sale in each territory | have indicated above, and that | am in compliance with the

KDP Terms and Conditions.

Sawve as Draft

Pulblish Yeur Kindle eBook
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Amazon KDP eBook Pricing screen.
It normally takes a day or two for books to be reviewed, approved, and published.

Once your book is published, it will become live on the Amazon Kindle Book store and
available for immediate purchase.

YOU I BOO kS Sort by:| Last Modified v Filter by:| Al v [] View titles in series Q, Title, status, etc. m
o Kindle eBook $4.99 USD KINDLE EBOOK ACTIONS
D.G.Toh The Digital LIVE ~ View on Amazon =
. . Promote and Advertise
: Business Guide: Submitted on September 24, 2021 ASIN: BO7XZDY1PM =
S8 Everyth...
The y
Digital By D. G. Tohl

Business
Guide + Create paperback Link existing paperback

Why offer multiple formats? ~

The Amazon KDP Bookshelf section displays a list of all your books and their publishing status.

You can return to your account any time and edit your book details, upload a revised copy,
change the pricing, etc.

Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing offers an option to help promote your book called KDP
Select. When you enroll in the KDP Select program, your eBook is locked for 90 days.
During this time, you are given 5 promotional days where you can give your ebook away on
Amazon for free. After your 5 free days are used up, your eBook goes back to being sold for
the amount you have specified.

You can renew this option. During each 90-day period, your eBook remains available in the
Kindle Owners’ Library. While you are opted into the KDP Select program, you are not
allowed to publish your book on other platforms, including publishing or giving the book away
on your own website.

If your website isn’t pulling in enough traffic, we recommend starting off with a platform like
Amazon KDP before looking at the option of selling and promoting your books on your
website.

Self-Publishing Print On Demand (POD) Books

If you want to commit your book to printed format, Amazon offers you a ‘print on demand’
self-publishing option through a program called CreateSpace.
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You can create and manage POD books inside your KDP account. Just make sure you read
the guidelines for creating a paperback version of your book. This will help you avoid costly
mistakes and result in a higher quality book.

Help Topics

Help

KDP Help Center Home

KDP University

Find Your CreateSpace Titles on
KDP

Accounts

Create a KDP Account
Manage Your KDP Account
Sign in to Your KDP Account
Two-Step Verification

Prepare, Publish, Promote
Getting Started
Prepare Your Book

Bookshelf Reports Community Marketing

Q, Topic or Keyword

Prepare, Publish, Promote > Prepare Your Book

Paperback Submission Overview

Ready to upload your manuscript to KDP? For the best results, we recommend
using a PDF file. Before you upload your file, read this overview of the submission
process. Understanding the process can help you publish a higher quality book
faster.

> Format Your Manuscript » Paperback Submission Overview
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Video: Paperback formatting essentials webinar recording

Before we move to the topic of discussing ways to promote your ebook, let’s take a look at
the process of turning your book into an online course.

Turning Your Book Into An eCourse

After publishing your book, you may want to consider turning your book into an e-course.
Here are just some of the many reasons to consider turning your book into an online course:

* Most of your course content is already written. An online course can be a natural
extension of the work you’ve already done and the time you’ve already spent writing
content for your book or business. In many cases, all you need to do is organize the
information you already have into a format that will benefit others.

o Educate, train, and empower prospective customers. An online course can help
train people to engage better with your business and empower them to become
educated customers of your services. For example, if you run a craft supplies
business, you could create an online course that shows people how to make unique
craft objects or even how to start a business selling crafts made with items you supply.
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« Expand your reach, leverage your expertise and increase revenue. Depending on
your business, you may only be able to serve clients on a local level. An online course
allows you to expand your reach on a global level and create additional revenue
opportunities for your business.

» Leverage your marketing efforts. Just as publishing a book can help to establish
authority, credibility, and expertise in your field, an online course can take things to a
whole new level and give you new opportunities to market and promote your business
and your brand.

If you decide to turn your book or ebook into an online course or training program, the next
step is to decide on the platform you will use to publish your eCourse.

Choosing An eCourse Platform

Your choice of ecourse platform will depend on factors like how much online exposure you
can provide for your course, what kind of content formats you plan to use to create, present,
and deliver your information, how you plan to handle payments, and course registration, etc.

For example, you can publish your eCourse on a platform like Udemy, or run it entirely on
your own website.

Online Course Platforms

Online learning platforms like Udemy let you publish your course for free. Much like Amazon
KDP, the benefit of using an established platform is that it can give you immediate exposure
to a wide global audience of thousands of potential new users.
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WordPress for Ecommerce Courses

WordPress for Ecommerce relates to Business, Development, E-Commerce, Web Development

an 501,528 students are learning WordPress for Ecommerce on Udemy

Courses to get you started
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WooCommerce E-Commerce WordPress Themes Blogging

You can run your e-course on an established platform like Udemy.

Publish Your eCourse On Your Own Website

You can also publish your e-course on your own website. While you may not get the
exposure of an established eLearning platform, publishing on your own website is a great
way to build an asset on your own domain name.

If you create an eBook and an eCourse, we recommend promoting your course inside your
book. It will help you generate new leads and drive potential new students to your course.

Also, if you plan to add links to your course inside your book, consider driving visitors to your
website, and not to an external URL.

Sending visitors to sites that you have no control over often leads to links pointing to dead
destinations. You can still run your course on an online platform — just refer users to a page
on your website promoting your course and add the course URL to your web page.
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Alternatively, consider publishing links in your book using a link redirection tool.

A link management tool gives you complete control over the destination URLs of your links,
so if anything happens, you can easily and automatically update all links and redirect your
visitors somewhere else. This will also save you a great deal of time and headaches trying to
locate where you have placed those links and then editing and republishing your book or
course pages to fix broken links.

Website Pages

Book/Course

M'S

External URLs

Consider using a link redirection tool to manage all the links in your ebooks and online courses from one
central management dashboard.

Publishing Your eCourse With WordPress

Let’s show you how to publish your course using a setup that lets you automate processes
like online marketing, content marketing, payment and registration of new members, affiliate
marketing, email marketing, etc. and that gives you complete control over all aspects of
creating, delivering and promoting your course.

The platform that lets you do all this and more is WordPress.

WordPress not only can be used to set up a website or blog for your business, it also lets
you easily set up and run e-learning courses that integrate seamlessly with your website, add
payment and registration facilities, a private member’s area, an affiliate management system,
and a whole lot more.

Best of all, WordPress is FREE, easy to use, affordable, and lets you do almost anything you
can imagine.

To learn more about all the benefits and advantages of using WordPress, go here: 50+
Reasons To Choose WordPress

If you haven’t built a website yet, we recommend choosing WordPress.
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If you have a website that wasn’t built using WordPress, we recommend adding a WordPress
blog to drive more traffic and help you better market and promote your existing site.

An expertly-configured WordPress site or blog will automate processes like search engine
indexing and content syndication to social media and other traffic-getting sites and online

directories. This will help you get higher rankings in search engines and drive more traffic to
your site whenever you publish new content.

Additionally, consider adding plugins to your site that will automate processes like:

Creating and organizing your online course

Accepting payments online

Registering new course members

Subscribing course members to your email list, and

e Giving them password-protected access to your course content

Let’s take a look at eCourse plugins you can install on your site to create and run online
courses.

WP Courseware

W Business Funding I:‘
Module 1 Startup Capital
Lesson 1 Index
Lesson 2 Overview _‘-
Lesson 3 Introduction To Startup Capital -
Lesson 4 Securing Investors | § NI\ TN ) »\(
Lesson 5 Funding Altermatives
Module 2 7 \'_ _- Hu:nessn_cquisiti_cn_ )J v > O
Lesson 1 N -_Clver\.riew_ g {
plesson’? Y Concept . )
'_.es;lol”l El . F-indi;1g- Bu-si-nesses
_ESSD."I 4 Business Funding
Module 3 CrowdFunding
Lesson 1 Introduction To Crowdfunding
Lesson 2 Where To Do Crowdfunding
Lesson 3 Maximizing Your Crowdfunding

WPCourseware — WordPress eLearning Management Plugin.

WPCourseware lets you easily set up and configure training modules, course units, quizzes,
include customized certificates of completion for course members, and more.
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You can also specify how to deliver your course content (e.g. make all content available at
once or only after previous modules have been completed, drip-feed content, etc.)

For more information about this plugin, go here: WPCourseware

LearnDash

Add-ons Demo

] I LearnDaSh Features  Pricing  Case Studies

Your online course
deserves the best! e

The only WordPress LMS created by e-learning experts
......
Pricing
ey

~ AWARD WINNING
rra

Capterra Top 20 Training Software Winner
I

i The only WordPress LMS on the list

LearnDash is an elearning plugin for WordPress used to power the learning programs of
major universities, small to mid-size companies, startups, entrepreneurs, and bloggers
worldwide.

The plugin’s features include a drag & drop course builder, advanced quizzing, dynamic
content delivery with drip-feeding and module completion requirements, the ability to set
access to courses, lessons, and quizzes based on members having attained specific
prerequisites, and more.

For more information about this plugin, go here: LearnDash

Membership Plugins

If you want your course to be private so only paying customers can access it, then you will
need to use a membership plugin.

A membership plugin automates the process of registering customers, delivering content to
registered users, adding customers to email lists, etc.

There are many membership plugins available for WordPress users.
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For more information on using membership plugins, download our comprehensive guide to
creating_ membership sites with WordPress.

Accepting Payments Online

To accept payments online (e.g. PayPal), you will need a PayPal account and an
eCommerce plugin.

You can just add a PayPal “buy now” button to your site, but then you will have to manually
register all of your new course participants and give each user private access to your content
(i.e. set up individual logins and passwords for every new member).

An eCommerce plugin can automate this process and send new members to your
registration page after payment has been successfully processed.

There are many WordPress e-commerce plugins you can choose from. Platforms like
WooCommerce are free but you have to purchase additional premium features as you need
them (e.g. automated invoices, product enhancement features, etc.)

Certain WordPress themes have built-in payment processing features. Also. many merchant
networks can integrate affiliate marketing, payment processing, and member registration all
within your site.

To learn more about e-Commerce plugins and selling your course online, download our
eCommerce Guide for WordPress users.

Promoting Your eBook & eCourse

It is beyond the scope of these tutorials to provide comprehensive information on marketing
your business online.

Having said that, let’'s discuss some effective ways to promote your book and online course:

Promote It On Your Website Or Blog

Make sure that your website has been expertly configured to maximize the effectiveness of
your published content.

As mentioned earlier, an expertly-configured WordPress site can automate processes that
will help your content get indexed quickly by search engines, increase exposure, visibility,
and reach using content syndication, post excerpts, and links on all your social media
channels, and more.
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Once your site has been expertly configured, all you have to do is publish content and direct
visitors to your book or online course in your call to action, sidebar area, inline banner ads,
etc.

Every new post you publish is like hiring an enthusiastic salesperson who will work 24/7 to
promote your business, so the more you publish, the more opportunities you will create to
attract new customers for your ebook(s) and ecourse(s).

If you need help coming up with great content ideas, we recommend subscribing to our
FREE Content Creation course here:_ Learn How To Never Run Out Of Content For Your
Website, Blog, Or Newsletter

Here are some additional things you can do to promote your book and online course on your
website or blog:

o Add promotional banners to your site (use a banner management plugin to automate
this task),

o Promote your book and online course in your newsletter or email updates. Offer visitors
a FREE sample chapter of your book or access to a sample video of your course as an
incentive to sign up for your newsletter.

e Install an analytics plugin and use the data gathered from your site to improve your
content marketing strategy, test online ads, create promotions, etc.

Press Releases

Announcing the launch of your new book or course on media outlets and news websites
using a press release is a powerful and effective way to reach new users.

Learn how to create effective news releases or hire someone to do this for you
and consider sending out monthly news releases for maximum impact.

Affiliate Programs

An affiliate is someone who gets paid a percentage of any sales they help to create through
their recommendations and promotional efforts.

A good affiliate program lets users register and enroll themselves automatically and assigns
them a unique affiliate ID and a special URL they can use in their email and website
promotions to track their referrals.

When people click on an affiliate link, the software then identifies where the referral came
from and if a sale is made, it works out how much commission to pay the affiliate and
deposits the balance of the sale into your bank account.

Affiliate Management Platforms
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You can run an affiliate program on your own website or use an affiliate network to
promote and recruit affiliates for your program.

There are a number of plugins you can use to run an affiliate program on your website.

If you’re just starting out, however, we recommend using an established network like JVZoo
or ClickBank to promote your ebook or online course.

Affiliate management platforms:

e Have thousands of members that can find and promote your product, and
» Process sales and payments on your behalf, saving you from having to manually
administer and manage affiliates and payment of commissions.

Email Marketing Service

If you plan to add course members to an email marketing list, then you will need an email
marketing service that integrates seamlessly with your WordPress site.

Many WordPress membership, e-commerce, and learning management system plugins will
automatically add new customers, members, and students to your email marketing list.

You can also set up an email marketing service to run lead generation campaigns, opt-in
forms for newsletters, etc.

Live Events, Workshops & Seminars

Everything we have described so far will allow you to set up and automate a system that will
help you market and promote your book and/or online course cost-effectively.

If you plan to run live events like workshops and seminars (and further promote your books
and courses), WordPress offers various event management plugins that let you create and
manage events, add event listings to your website, and automatically process booking
registrations and payments, assign tickets, etc.

Summary

Publishing a book and creating an online course allow you to profit from your expertise and
offer powerful ways to attract new clients and add new revenue streams to your business.

Best of all, this can all be done cost-effectively through self-publishing methods and
inexpensive solutions.

We hope that you have found the above information on creating ebooks and online courses
useful.
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For additional tutorials on ways to create content for your website, go here: Content
Marketing With WordPress
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